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VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON TROOP WITH-

DRAWAL FROM AFGHANISTAN 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
in my nearly 27 years in the United 
States Air Force, I learned that one of 
the most critical elements necessary to 
overcome a determined enemy is the 
element of surprise. Based on my expe-
rience and the proven battle-tested his-
tory of the many successful conflicts 
that our Nation has endured over the 
years, I must stand in opposition to 
House Concurrent Resolution 28. 

Surprise is a tactical element best 
determined by field commanders based 
on battlefield conditions. As such, deci-
sions on troop movements should be 
made by commanders in the field, not 
politicians in Washington. Should this 
bill pass, we give up the element of sur-
prise, we break the trust and relation-
ship we have built with the Afghan 
people and our allies, and the sacrifice 
of our young men and women in uni-
form would be meaningless if we sim-
ply walk away. 

General Petraeus said, ‘‘The Taliban 
and al Qaeda obviously would trumpet 
this as a victory, as a success. Needless 
to say, it would completely undermine 
everything that our troopers have 
fought so much for and sacrificed so 
much for.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 
f 

GIVE HEALTH CARE REFORM A 
CHANCE TO WORK 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1 
year ago, President Obama signed the 
historic Affordable Care Act into law. 
Since that time, we have seen an all- 
out assault by the special interests and 
health insurance companies. 

Americans are tired of this debate. 
They are tired of the misinformation. 
Congress must stand up for the middle 
class. We must protect families. We 
must stop companies from arbitrarily 
canceling coverage after patients be-
come sick, prevent children from being 
denied coverage due to preexisting con-
ditions, and never again let insurance 
companies place lifetime limits on 
health coverage. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s give the reform a 
chance to work. Reject the special in-
terests and extreme rhetoric. Make 
sure every American family is pro-
tected when it comes to health care. 

f 

DISCIPLINED SPENDING BY 
CONGRESS 

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, the 
United States Congress is the only 
place that I know of that we talk about 
trillions of dollars, trillion with a ‘‘T.’’ 

How much is $1 trillion? It is a num-
ber so large it is hard to get your arms 
around it. But if you were to spend $1 
million a day, $1 million every day, it 
would take you almost 3,000 years to 
get to $1 trillion. 

This Nation right now is more than 
$14 trillion in debt. The country is 
going to spend more than $3.5 trillion 
over 12 months. More than $220 billion 
was added to our debt just last month. 

Somehow, some way, this govern-
ment has got to recognize that we are 
going to have to do more with less; 
that the proper role of government 
does not allow us to unilaterally use 
this, the voting card of the United 
States Congress, as the biggest credit 
card that has ever faced this planet. We 
have to do more with less. We have to 
be disciplined. 

f 

CUTS TO RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT AND STEM EDUCATION 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor 
today to talk about a crisis that our 
country is facing. We all know that our 
Nation’s future strength is directly de-
pendent upon our commitment to a ro-
bust science agenda. The cuts to our 
Nation’s science programs in the CR 
threaten to set our Nation back even 
as we continue to look forward to our 
future. 

An investment in science is about en-
suring our Nation’s memories are hon-
ored, by investing in dreams that are 
yet even brighter. As an author of the 
first bipartisan America COMPETES 
Act, we responded to many top aca-
demic, corporate and business leaders 
who knew that investments in STEM 
education is what will ensure that our 
Nation’s future science and engineering 
leaders will never need to leave our 
shores in order to obtain a world-class 
education. 

December 2010 was one of our finest 
hours when, as a Congress, we returned 
to our triumphant moment of passing 
the comprehensive, bipartisan America 
COMPETES Reauthorization Act, to 
provide our Nation with a roadmap for 
investing in our global economic com-
petitiveness and our future growth. 

Mr. Speaker, our country cannot afford to go 
backwards by giving up on science and inno-
vation. 

An investment in science is about ensuring 
America’s memories are honored by investing 
in dreams that are even brighter. 

We all have a responsibility to preserve this 
vision in order to help rebuild our economy. 

f 
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UNAFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE 
ACT 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, our colleagues on 

the other side of the aisle continue to 
refer to the so-called health care re-
form bill as the Affordable Health Care 
Act. There are a lot of questions 1 year 
after passage. But one question has 
been answered. It is not the Affordable 
Medical Care Act. It is the 
Unaffordable Medical Care Act. 

Why do I say that? Well, HHS has de-
cided to give over 1,000 waivers to busi-
nesses, to unions, and now even to 
States because they find they can’t af-
ford what is required in the bill. Sec-
ondly, I haven’t met a single con-
stituent whose health care cost by way 
of their insurance policies or programs 
has gone down. They have all gone up 
as a direct result of the bill passed on 
this floor and signed by the President. 

So let’s at least have some truth in 
labeling. It is not the Affordable 
Health Care Act. It is increasingly be-
coming the Unaffordable Health Care 
Act. 

f 

WE WILL NOT GO BACK 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Friday, March 
25, marks the 100th anniversary of the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire. The 
deaths of 146 workers—mostly young 
women—were avoidable. If the owners 
of the factory had not locked the doors 
to the stairwells and exits, if they had 
installed a stable fire escape or put in 
sprinklers, many of those lives would 
not have been painfully and tragically 
lost. 

The International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union didn’t just mourn the 
victims—they organized. Their activ-
ism resulted in the passage of major 
worker protections—not just new fire- 
safety laws but laws against the 7-day 
work weeks and child labor. The Tri-
angle tragedy helped expand the right 
to union representation—a voice at 
work. 

One hundred years later, we confront 
a coordinated effort to roll back those 
hard-fought gains. Just as the Triangle 
fire spurred people into action, the 
anti-working family agenda of Wis-
consin Governor Scott Walker has mo-
bilized millions. The message is clear: 
We will not go back. 

f 

THE NATIONAL DEBT 

(Mr. FATTAH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FATTAH. Let me wish everyone 
a happy St. Patty’s Day. 

It is unfortunate that we have so 
much effort here in the House to recite 
the problem rather than to focus on so-
lutions. We hear this discussion about 
our national debt. We have these paltry 
efforts. We cut $6 billion on the same 
day that the debt went up $72 billion. 
We have a proposal by the majority to 
address the debt by cutting 11⁄2 percent 
out of a small corner of the budget, 
doing serious damage to our Nation’s 
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